
Leaping Forward in Mission by Pouring Into Our Future!

gIVING GUIDE

The bold, open-handed question we’re suggesting you pray asks:

“God, out of what You have placed in my hands,
 what would You have me give to Your work through Hales Corners Lutheran?”

WHY?  . . . Because together we can!
What a beautiful image; all of God’s children here in this family of faith at Hales Corners Lutheran 
working together toward something really big . . . something that will IMPACT lives with the love of 
Christ! Both now and for many years to come!

For nearly 90 years, thousands of families have been blessed by the ministry of Hales Corners Lutheran. 
God has made all of this possible and we have been richly blessed. We have continued to grow in 
ministry, service, mission and in faith!

Now He is at work again revealing what He has planned next 
for the ministry of Hales Corners Lutheran.

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age,

 so that they may take hold of the lifethat is truly life.       1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)

We are asking everyone that calls Hales Corners Lutheran their spiritual home, to make a sacrificial 
commitment to this campaign so together, we can raise at least $3 million.

$3 million is big . . .but not for God and His people!  We can make an IMPACT in the world for Christ 
with an additional worship space, more classrooms and by supporting local mission through partnership 
and support of LINC Milwaukee.  

Will you trust God, who gave His only Son for you, by giving generously out of a heart of gratitude and 
love? This is a chance for you to grow in your faith walk, an opportunity to ask God to give you the faith 
to trust Him with your whole life, including your financial resources.

“Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God
will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.”   Deuteronomy 15:10 (NIV)

It’s Personal . . . 
Can YOU really make an IMPACT upon the world? The answer is YES! One day, one life, one gift at a time!

Giving generously takes faith because you have to trust that when you give away your money, God will 
still provide for your immediate needs. The truth is, everything we have was given to us by God, 
along with the responsibility to manage it. When you invest in God’s work, there is no risk.  You will get 
the highest possible return on your investment, guaranteed by the Word of God! Do your best with what 
you have, He knows what He has given you, and He knows your capabilities.

Average Family Spending
For a ballpark idea of how much discretionary income the average American household has per year, 
the answer is around $20,000. If you’re shocked by that number, we are too! Take a closer look at the 
things that contribute to that number.  Imagine what redirecting some of that discretionary income can 
do! We’re not saying to cut out the comforts of life completely, we’re suggesting that making sacrifices
can further the Kingdom.

For example: The grande Caramel Macchiato you purchase daily adds up to over $1200 per year! 
Consider brewing at home or skipping one of your Starbucks trips each week. Small sacrifices 
like cutting back on eating out or painting your nails at home can pay big-time eternal dividends!

We strongly believe that He will guide each of us to what and how 
we should respond to this campaign.

HOW? When Do I Respond with my 3-year commitment? 
Commitment weekend is December 3, 4 and 7.
You will be given the opportunity during worship services to bring 
your confidential commitment forward.  You can also make the 
commitment online: www.hcl.org/IMPACT.

How Much Do I Give?
That is between you and God. This is a chance for you to grow in 
your faith walk. The amount should represent something that is a heartfelt 
spiritual decision and not simply an afterthought or an obligation. Scripture challenges us 
to give first to God’s work and give with passion and joy. Because we believe God has called us to the 
ministries we’re currently involved in, the amount you give should be above and beyond your regular giving 
to our church.

Why Do We Ask for A Commitment?
The commitment process is a huge benefit when it comes to practicing long-term planning for the  
church’s future. Giving us an estimate of what you will give over the 3-year period, allows us to make  
cash flow decisions and interact with lending institutions using pledges as a projection for future income.

What are Ways to give?
The commitment allows each person to give at anytime and 
pace for three years. You can fulfill your commitment all at 
once or contribute weekly, monthly, quarterly or annually.

Cash or Check:  
Beginning with your January 2017 envelopes, an additional 
orange IMPACT envelope will be included. Please use this 
envelope for your campaign contributions. These envelopes 
will also be available in the pews throughout December.

Electronically: (options, including banking bill pay feature)
• Go to www.hcl.org/onlinegiving - select IMPACT
• Use your online banking bill pay feature. Simply set  
 up Hales Corners Lutheran as a ‘payee’ using the address  
 12300 W. Janesville Road, Hales Corners, WI 53130,  
 with “IMPACT” in the account number or memo field.

Stock Transfer:  
To avoid capital gains, and receive a full charitable deduction 
for the fair market value, send us an email IMPACT@hcl.org 
to start the process. 

Giving Valuables:  
Give real estate, bonds, life insurance policies, antiques, 
artwork, coin or stamp collections, irrevocable or revocable 
trusts, jewelry, etc. Almost anything of value can be converted 
to cash, so think creatively!

Get Creative:
Commit your tax return, bonus, inheritance or any other 
extra funds. Give up something you love for a priority that 
you love more. Add this campaign as an item on your gift 
wish list for the next couple of years. Making a small change 
in priorities can make a huge IMPACT.  

What Is First Fruits Weekend? 
First Fruits Weekend is December 17, 18 and 21. 
Everyone is encouraged to give as much up front as possible  
in order to help cover initial costs. Many favor the tax 
advantage of giving a gift this year (2016), next year (2017), 
2018 and 2019 allowing the pledge to be spread over four 
tax years.

WHAT IS “NOT EQUAL GIVING, 
BUT EQUAL SACRIFICE?”

This is a powerful and time-tested 
campaign phrase based on the 

Christian principles of stewardship 
found in Scripture and in the words 

of Christ. Not everyone has been 
blessed in a similar way, but sacrificial 
giving is an element of Christian faith. 

The widow gave everything she had 
and Christ commended her for her 

devotion and sacrifice. (Luke 21:1-4) 
If we pray about and then give a gift 

that represents true sacrifice, the 
cumulative effort will be amazing.

Join us in this effort to make an 
eternal IMPACT and experience what 
it feels like to give selflessly without 
expecting anything in return.  When 
you do you will realize that you did 
get something in return. You will 
grow spiritually and reach a whole 
new level of trusting God!

Please also steward your enthusiasm, 
influence, hope and prayer. 
Pray for your leaders, pastors, 
volunteers, members and 
for this campaign. 
Speak positively. 
Encourage others. 
Think clearly and 
ask questions. 

We Know You Have More Questions . . . 
What if we fall short of our target?
Our goal of $3 million is on the conservative side and we believe with God’s grace we will attain it. 
We’ve planned carefully, asked for feedback, and sought God’s direction. However, if we do not receive 
sufficient commitments, we will need to adjust the project, by waiting on some of the finish work.  
This would likely affect our projection of worship and the school year beginning as one campus in the  
Fall of 2018. The financial strength and stability of the church always receives the highest consideration  
in planning how we proceed.

Should I reduce my regular giving to support the IMPACT campaign?
Please do not. Hales Corners Lutheran has a ministry-focused general budget that depends on the faithful 
tithes and offerings of our congregation. Capital campaign giving is “over and above” your regular giving.

How will financial facts and progress be reported to the congregation?
We have created a page on the website, hcl.org/IMPACT for the purpose of informing and updating you  
on the progress of the building project and local mission efforts of LINC Milwaukee.  Here you will be 
able to find how much we’ve collected at any point during our 3-year journey. We’ll be sure to keep you 
updated via email and social media too. (If you haven’t followed our social channels yet, the time is now!) 
Facebook.com/HalesCornersLutheran

Contact our Business & Development Office at 414-529-6700 or email us at IMPACT@hcl.org
www.hcl.org/IMPACT


